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Conclusion

This report 1s entitled “Nishi-no-oka Ware’s connection to the
Matsuyama-Han”. The Nishi-no-oka Kiln has traditionally been thought of
merely as a privately owned and operated kiln, but I think this point deserves
reconsideration. For a long time, pieces branding the Yoshu-Matsuyama (¥
JMF21LI) mark have been thought of as originating from a completely separate
kiln, much like Setosukeyaki Ware or the Han lord’s personal Oniwa Ware.
However, recently, a large number of such fragments have been discovered
near the Nishi-no-oka Kiln in Shigenobu. These pieces closely resemble those
unearthed at the remains of the respective estates of the Daimyo of the Edo
period, the Matsuyama Han lord located in Kyoto, and the vassal of the
Matsuyama-han. Taking these discoveries into account, I think it 1s necessary
to re-examine the relationship between the Nishi-no—oka Ware and pieces
bearing the Yoshu-Matsuyama (F&JNA2 L) mark. Up until now, field research
and historical data concerning the Nishi-no-oka Kiln has been msufficient,
leaving 1t essentially unclassified. In an attempt to develop our research, I
would like to draw a rough conclusion about the Nishi-no-oka Kiln’s
historical transitions based on our findings.

The Nishi-no-oka Kiln was built on an area of very rich earth.
Judging from an examination of the pottery fragments, it 1s estimated that the
kiln was built during the end of the 18" century. This theory is supported by a
short account written by an ex-Tobe Ware manufacturer n 1799 called Nishi-
no-oka-sara-yama, published in the Gosoji-jitsuroku. Fragments of pottery
bearing two different Yoshu-Matsuyama marks (F&JMAR L. S HHA2 L) have
been excavated near the kiln.

In a journal entitled Nzhon-tooki-shun (Boston, 1900) by E. Morse, 1t 15
written that “In 1790 the Han lord of Iyo contracted a potter from Kiyomizu,
Kyoto and built a kiln in a garden to the east of Matsuyama castle. However,
this artist produced pieces there for only a short period of time. They were
branded with the Yoshuu-Matsuyama (F/JN#2|L) mark, and existed only in
extreme rarity.” The fragments discovered closely match Morse’s analysis,



although his explanation is not detalled. Some of the very first fragments
bearing the Yoshu-Matsuyama (F&421L) mark discovered included pieces
of chato (bowl used in tea ceremony), and other high class decorative pieces.
Based on this evidence, it 1s very likely that the Matsuyama-han had influence
in the management and operation of the kiln.

As firing techniques of the Nishi-no-oka Kiln evolved, production
shifted toward that of practical earthenware and porcelain. The mark
inscribed in the pottery also likely changed to Yoshu-Matsuyama (542 [1])
around this time. Also during this period, earthenware began to take on
influences from the Takatori and Agano areas in Kyushuu, while the porcelain
began to take on styles of the Hizen area in Saga and Nagasaki. X-ray tests
and analysis of the cross-section of the fragments shows that the raw
materials used to make the pottery were imported from the Amakusa area in
Kyushu; however, after the Edo period ended, stones from local areas such as
Tobe were also used in porcelain production.

Eventually, management of the Nishi-no-oka Kiln shifted to the
village’s control; and soon thereafter shifted again into the private sector. At
the end of the Edo period, stones used i making clay were discovered locally
in large amounts. Using these stones, porcelain production expanded to other
areas such as Kutani Kiln, Su-no-uchi Kiln, and Masekawa Kiln; while the
Nishi-no-oka Kiln was used exclusively for firing porcelain. Furthermore,
production consisted only of items suited towards everyday agricultural use,
until all production fmally stopped at around the middle of the Meiji era
(1897). Based on the value of these discoveries, I think it is important to

continue excavation and research concerning the history of this kiln.
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